
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3983 March 27, 2007 
When he was just 23 years old and still at-

tending medical school, Dr. DeBakey devel-
oped a roller pump for blood transfusions— 
the precursor and major component of the 
heart-lung machine used in the first open- 
heart operation. During his service in World 
War I1, Dr. DeBakey observed soldiers dying 
on the battlefield who he believed could be 
saved. From that experience he made numer-
ous recommendations to improve the mili-
tary’s medical procedures, including the de-
velopment of mobile army surgical hospitals, 
better known as MASH units. These efforts 
earned him the Legion of Merit in 1945. Dr. 
DeBakey later helped establish the special-
ized medical and surgical centers system for 
treating military personnel returning from 
the war, which subsequently became the Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center System. 

In 1948, Dr. DeBakey joined the Baylor Uni-
versity College of Medicine, where he started 
its first surgical residency program and was 
later elected the first President of Baylor 
College of Medicine. Adding to his list of ac-
complishments, Dr. DeBakey performed the 
first successful procedure to treat patients 
with aneurysms, performed the first success-
ful coronary bypass surgery, and he was the 
first to successfully implant a partial artifi-
cial heart. 

Dr. DeBakey continued to amaze the med-
ical world when he pioneered the field of 
telemedicine by performing the first open- 
heart surgery transmitted over satellite and 
later when he supervised the first successful 
multi-organ transplant, where a heart, both 
kidneys and a lung were transplanted from a 
single donor into four separate recipients. 
Most recently, Dr. DeBakey worked with 
NASA engineers to develop the DeBakey 
Ventricular Assist Device, which may elimi-
nate the need for some patients to receive 
heart transplants. 

These accomplishments have led to na-
tional recognition. Dr. DeBakey has received 
both the Presidential Medal of Freedom with 
Distinction from President Lyndon Johnson 
and the National Medal of Science from 
President Ronald Reagan. 

Dr. DeBakey’s efforts and innovative sur-
gical techniques have saved the lives of thou-
sands, if not millions, of people. We hope you 
will join us in recognizing Dr. DeBakey’s 
profound impact on the field of medicine and 
how we care for our veterans, by co-spon-
soring legislation to award him the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. If you wish to co-sponsor 
or have any questions about this legislation, 
please contact Chad Heflin at (202) 224–5922. 

Sincerely, 
KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON. 
MARY LANDRIEU. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read the 
third time and passed, the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, and 
that any statements relating to this 
matter be printed at the appropriate 
place in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 474) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 474 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D., was born 

on September 7, 1908, in Lake Charles, Lou-
isiana, to Shaker and Raheeja DeBakey. 

(2) Dr. DeBakey, at the age of 23 and still 
a medical student, reported a major inven-

tion, a roller pump for blood transfusions, 
which later became a major component of 
the heart-lung machine used in the first suc-
cessful open-heart operation. 

(3) Even though Dr. DeBakey had already 
achieved a national reputation as an author-
ity on vascular disease and had a promising 
career as a surgeon and teacher, he volun-
teered for military service during World War 
II, joining the Surgeon General’s staff and 
rising to the rank of Colonel and Chief of the 
Surgical Consultants Division. 

(4) As a result of this first-hand knowledge 
of military service, Dr. DeBakey made nu-
merous recommendations for the proper 
staged management of war wounds, which 
led to the development of mobile army sur-
gical hospitals or ‘‘MASH’’ units, and earned 
Dr. DeBakey the Legion of Merit in 1945. 

(5) After the war, Dr. DeBakey proposed 
the systematic medical follow-up of veterans 
and recommended the creation of specialized 
medical centers in different areas of the 
United States to treat wounded military per-
sonnel returning from war, and from this 
recommendation evolved the Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center System and the estab-
lishment of the Commission on Veterans 
Medical Problems of the National Research 
Council. 

(6) In 1948, Dr. DeBakey joined the Baylor 
University College of Medicine, where he de-
veloped the first surgical residency program 
in the city of Houston, and today, guided by 
Dr. DeBakey’s vision, the College is one of 
the most respected health science centers in 
the Nation. 

(7) In 1953, Dr. DeBakey performed the first 
successful procedures to treat patients who 
suffered aneurysms leading to severe 
strokes, and he later developed a series of in-
novative surgical techniques for the treat-
ment of aneurysms enabling thousands of 
lives to be saved in the years ahead. 

(8) In 1964, Dr. DeBakey triggered the most 
explosive era in modern cardiac surgery, 
when he performed the first successful coro-
nary bypass, once again paving the way for 
surgeons worldwide to offer hope to thou-
sands of patients who might otherwise suc-
cumb to heart disease. 

(9) Two years later, Dr. DeBakey made 
medical history again, when he was the first 
to successfully use a partial artificial heart 
to solve the problems of a patient who could 
not be weaned from a heart-lung machine 
following open-heart surgery. 

(10) In 1968, Dr. DeBakey supervised the 
first successful multi-organ transplant, in 
which a heart, both kidneys, and lung were 
transplanted from a single donor into 4 sepa-
rate recipients. 

(11) In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
appointed Dr. DeBakey to the position of 
Chairman of the President’s Commission on 
Heart Disease, Cancer and Stroke, leading to 
the creation of Regional Medical Programs 
established ‘‘to encourage and assist in the 
establishment of regional cooperative ar-
rangements among medical schools, research 
institutions, and hospitals, for research and 
training’’. 

(12) In the mid-1960s, Dr. DeBakey pio-
neered the field of telemedicine with the 
first demonstration of open-heart surgery to 
be transmitted overseas by satellite. 

(13) In 1969, Dr. DeBakey was elected the 
first President of Baylor College of Medicine. 

(14) In 1969, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
bestowed on Dr. DeBakey the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom with Distinction, and in 
1985, President Ronald Reagan conferred on 
him the National Medal of Science. 

(15) Working with NASA engineers, he re-
fined existing technology to create the 
DeBakey Ventricular Assist Device, one- 
tenth the size of current versions, which may 

eliminate the need for heart transplantation 
in some patients. 
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
shall make appropriate arrangements for the 
presentation, on behalf of the Congress, of a 
gold medal of appropriate design, to Michael 
Ellis DeBakey, M.D., in recognition of his 
many outstanding contributions to the Na-
tion. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of 
the presentation referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems, 
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by 
the Secretary. 
SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2 under such regulations as 
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including 
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and 
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold 
medal. 
SEC. 4. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck 
pursuant to this Act are national medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all medals struck under this 
Act shall be considered to be numismatic 
items. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS; 

PROCEEDS OF SALE. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.— 

There is authorized to be charged against the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund 
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for 
the costs of the medals struck pursuant to 
this Act. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received 
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 3 shall be deposited 
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund. 

f 

OLDER AMERICANS REAUTHORIZA-
TION TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
1002 submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1002) to amend the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965 to reinstate certain provi-
sions relating to the nutrition services in-
centive program. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, the 
Older Americans Technical Corrections 
Act of 2007 that I introduced today 
with Senator ENZI and Senator ROB-
ERTS will restore States’ ability to ob-
tain Department of Agriculture com-
modities under the Nutrition Services 
Incentive Program. Through this pro-
gram seniors obtain their meals 
through organizations in the commu-
nity such as Meals on Wheels. 

Last year, during the Older Ameri-
cans Act Reauthorization negotiations, 
the Department of Agriculture asked 
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Congress to make a change to this pro-
gram. It was not made clear to us at 
the time that, under this change, 
States could not continue to receive 
commodities through the Department 
of Agriculture. 

Without this correction, thousands of 
seniors in Massachusetts and a number 
of other States will be affected. Depart-
ment of Agriculture commodities are 
much less expensive than what States 
can purchase on the commercial mar-
ket and are of higher quality. And 
they’re less expensive. The State dis-
tributing agency in Massachusetts has 
calculated that purchasing similar 
commodities would cost $1 million 
more a year which would lead to 500,000 
fewer meals served. 

Six States in addition to Massachu-
setts have been obtaining USDA com-
modities for several years. The pro-
gram is especially important to our 
States, to their partners, and to the 
seniors who obtain their meals through 
this program. 

I urge our colleagues in both the Sen-
ate and the House to pass this legisla-
tion without delay. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read the 
third time and passed, the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, and 
any statements relating to this matter 
be printed in the RECORD, with no in-
tervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1002) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1002 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Older Amer-
icans Reauthorization Technical Corrections 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NUTRITION SERVICES INCENTIVE PRO-

GRAM. 
Section 311 of the Older Americans Act of 

1965 (42 U.S.C. 3030a), as amended by section 
309 of the Older Americans Act Amendments 
of 2006, is further amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (b)(3); 
(2) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(d)(1) Each State agency and each title VI 

grantee shall be entitled to use all or any 
part of amounts allotted under subsection (b) 
to obtain, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), 
from the Secretary of Agriculture commod-
ities available through any food program of 
the Department of Agriculture at the rates 

at which such commodities are valued for 
purposes of such program. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary of Agriculture shall de-
termine and report to the Secretary, by such 
date as the Secretary may require, the 
amount (if any) of its allotment under sub-
section (b) which each State agency and title 
VI grantee has elected to receive in the form 
of commodities. Such amount shall include 
an amount bearing the same ratio to the 
costs to the Secretary of Agriculture of pro-
viding such commodities under this sub-
section as the value of commodities received 
by such State agency or title VI grantee 
under this subsection bears to the total 
value of commodities so received. 

‘‘(3) From the allotment under subsection 
(b) for each State agency and title VI grant-
ee, the Secretary shall transfer funds to the 
Secretary of Agriculture for the costs of 
commodities received by such State agency 
or grantee, and expenses related to the pro-
curement of the commodities on behalf of 
such State agency or grantee, under this 
subsection, and shall then pay the balance (if 
any) to such State agency or grantee. The 
amount of funds transferred for the expenses 
related to the procurement of the commod-
ities shall be mutually agreed on by the Sec-
retary and the Secretary of Agriculture. The 
transfer of funds for the costs of the com-
modities and the related expenses shall 
occur in a timely manner after the Secretary 
of Agriculture submits the corresponding re-
port described in paragraph (2), and shall be 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 
Amounts received by the Secretary of Agri-
culture pursuant to this section to make 
commodity purchases for a fiscal year for a 
State agency or title VI grantee shall remain 
available, only for the next fiscal year, to 
make commodity purchases for that State 
agency or grantee pursuant to this section. 

‘‘(4) Each State agency and title VI grant-
ee shall promptly and equitably disburse 
amounts received under this subsection to 
recipients of grants and contracts. Such dis-
bursements shall only be used by such recipi-
ents of grants or contracts to purchase do-
mestically produced foods for their nutrition 
projects. 

‘‘(5) Nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to require any State agency or 
title VI grantee to elect to receive cash pay-
ments under this subsection.’’; and 

(3) by striking subsection (f) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(f) In each fiscal year, the Secretary and 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall jointly 
disseminate to State agencies, title VI 
grantees, area agencies on aging, and pro-
viders of nutrition services assisted under 
this title, information concerning the foods 
available to such State agencies, title VI 
grantees, area agencies on aging, and pro-
viders under subsection (c).’’. 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 
section 2 shall take effect beginning with fis-
cal year 2008. 

(b) APPLICATION PROCESS.—Effective on the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 

of Agriculture shall take such actions as will 
enable State agencies and title VI grantees 
described in section 311 of the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3030a) to apply 
during fiscal year 2007 for allotments under 
such section for fiscal year 2008. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—SECOND-DEGREE AMEND-
MENTS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that second-degree 
amendments may be filed until 10:30 
a.m. tomorrow morning. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
28, 2007 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow 
morning, Wednesday, March 28; that 
following the prayer and the pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed to 
have expired, the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in 
the day, and that the Senate then re-
sume consideration of H.R. 1591, as pro-
vided under a previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate 
everybody’s patience in getting to this 
point. There has been a lot of down 
time, but it was necessary in order to 
be at a point where we could proceed in 
an appropriate manner tomorrow. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business today, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate stand 
adjourned under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:01 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, March 28, 2007, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate Tuesday, March 27, 2007: 

THE JUDICIARY 

GEORGE H. WU, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALI-
FORNIA. 
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